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a two hours' talk of the condition of public affairs, and
especially of the great question now before the country.
Judge Curtis was expected to-day. He is associated with
Mr. Stanbery as one of the counsel of the President. Other
names were talked of, but no conclusion come to.

McCulloch expressed a hope that the President would
go to the Senate on the first day, but not afterwards.
Seward said if he went the whole Cabinet ought to ac-
company him. I objected to either. It would give dignity
and imposing form to the proceedings, which the conspira-
tors wished, but we did not. The managers undoubtedly
desired that the President should exhibit himself there,
and if surrounded by his advisers it would make the scene
more imposing. Men, and women too, would come from.
a distance, and gather at the Capitol to see the victim,
if he should consent to gratify them.

March 5, Thursday. The Cabinet met this evening.
Seward brought forward the removal of Timothy Picker-
ing from the office of Secretary of State in May, 1800, by
John Adams, as a case in point. His clerks had hunted up
this precedent, and if Congress was in session, as Seward
says, it is in all respects like the present case, except that
the Tenure-of-Office Law had not then been enacted.

The movement which had been made by the Republican
Senators in 1862 to procure the removal of Seward was
brought under discussion. At that time, these Senators
called on President Lincoln to make his Cabinet a unit
by removing an objectionable minister, as they considered
him.

Judge Curtis has arrived. When I went to the Presi-
dent's this evening, no others of the Cabinet were there, but
I found Mr. Groesbeckl of Cincinnati with him. He was
and is most earnestly opposed to this conspiracy and with

1 William Slocomb Groesbeck, a liberal Republican who had been a dele-
gate to the Philadelphia Convention. He was retained as counsel for Pre-
sident Johnson.